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Sample 1: Blog Post Written for the Washington State Department of Transportation 
Marketing Objective: Educate readers about copper wire theft on state highways 
 
Redmond residents quickly noticed when Leary Way Northeast flickered into darkness. A 
well-traveled corridor, Leary requires light to ensure safe passage for drivers, cyclists, and 
pedestrians alike. The cause? Copper wire theft. Even more unsettling, our maintenance crews 
installed the wiring following another theft just 24 hours earlier. 
 
What is copper theft? 
Despite fluctuating copper prices, our roadways have experienced a steady increase in theft over 
the past four years. Copper wiring plays a vital role on Washington highways: it powers overhead 
signs, street lights, and traffic cameras.  All important stuff! 
 
Copper has historically been considered a lucrative material to steal and re-sell. Since mid-2015, 
we've replaced hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of copper in the Puget Sound region alone. 
Those are taxpayer dollars out of our maintenance budget that could go toward repairing 
potholes, paving, cleaning trash, and other pressing work. 
 
How do they do it? 
Copper wiring on major corridors lives in protected concrete junction boxes, which sit in highway 
barriers and in the ground. Wire thieves go to great lengths to break into junction boxes and steal 
the wiring inside. Often, thieves will don fake construction gear to mimic the attire of WSDOT 
workers or place yellow flashing lights on their trucks. Thieves regularly destroy the boxes in 
order to access copper wiring. 
 
Why is this important? 
Copper theft is a wasteful drain on taxpayer dollars. Breaking into a single junction box can put us 
at a $4,000-15,000 loss, depending on the thickness of wire stolen and damage to the box. Thieves 
regularly target multiple boxes a night. 
 
Wire theft also leads to unsafe traveling conditions. Without signals and lights, drivers can become 
confused or find it hard to see ahead of them. When overhead signs can’t effectively communicate 
about collisions ahead, drivers can’t plan their routes. 
 
We need your help! 
With hundreds of cameras to monitor the highways and only so many eyes to do it, catching 
someone in the act of vandalism is nearly impossible in the daylight, much less at night, when most 
theft occurs. We need your help. Here are some clues to identify a thief: 
 

● Look for the WSDOT logo – Thieves might be suited up in construction gear, but it’s 
unlikely their outfits or trucks will display our name or green logo. 
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● Is the crew working at night? – Our crews will never engage in electrical work in the dark. 
Because of the wiring’s high voltage, this sort of work is extremely dangerous after sunset.  

● Watch for traffic control measures – Our crews will always have significant traffic control 
to alert drivers of maintenance work. Electrical repairs are never a single-truck job, and we 
use large, yellow vehicles. Our vehicles have flashing signs and crews use a significant 
number of cones and barrels. Thieves will almost always have a single truck and will try to 
appear as discreet as possible. 

● Suspicious activity – Does something seem amiss, but you just can’t put your finger on it? 
Report the activity just in case!  

 
How can you contact us? It’s easy! Washington State Patrol just needs a quick call to 911. An alert 
driver and a single phone call can benefit Washington highways for drivers, commuters, and 
taxpayers alike. 
 
Sure, I’ll keep an eye out – but what is WSDOT doing? 
While you’re helping us out, we’re upping our game, too.  We continue to use stronger theft 
protection on our boxes but have to balance our efforts with the need to keep junction boxes 
accessible to our maintenance crews. In some locations, we are replacing copper wiring with an 
aluminum version, which is a much less lucrative find for thieves. 
 
Combating wire theft is no easy task, but it’s a battle worth fighting. With your help, we can work 
to keep our equipment intact, our highways safe, and important taxpayer dollars going towards 
needed repairs. Remember to call 911 to report suspicious activity! 
 

 
 
Sample 2: Social Media Posts Highlighting Recipes Developed by PCC Community Markets 
Objective: Drive clicks to the grocery chain’s website by highlighting hyper-local ingredients and 
the brand’s original recipes 
 
Post 1: Hosting a little summer shindig for the Fourth? Steal the show with nature’s red, white and 
blue bounty. Rich beets, bursting blueberries, and a crumble of Montana chèvre top this 
Woodinville-baked bruschetta. Drench with cold-pressed olive oil, biting balsamic, and a pinch of 
orange zest to round off this colorful crowd pleaser. Find our full recipe here: Link 
 
Post 2: When life hands you lemons on a warm June day, coat them in sugar and pop them on the 
grill. You’ll achieve a deep caramel glaze — the very reason we’re head over heels for Grilled 
Lemonade. (A touch of wildflower honey and Columbia River mint don’t hurt, either.) Want to 
make this lovely little happy hour treat for yourself? Find the step-by-step recipe on our Instagram 
Story. 
 
See full recipes: 
https://www.pccmarkets.com/recipe/blueberry-beet-bruschetta/ 
https://www.pccmarkets.com/recipe/grilled-lemonade/ 

https://www.pccmarkets.com/recipe/blueberry-beet-bruschetta/
https://www.pccmarkets.com/recipe/grilled-lemonade/


Danielle Holstein - Holstein Studios 
Copywriting Samples 

 
 

 
Sample 3: Ghostwritten Op-Ed Published in The Seattle Times on Behalf of Glacier Fish Company 
and Blue North 
Objective: Position the Trans-Pacific Partnership as a worthy and impactful policy decision for a 
beloved local industry 
 
While digging into a basket of fish and chips, it’s unlikely you’re thinking about international trade. 
However, as Washington state seafood harvesters and processors, a huge part of our industry’s 
success hinges upon fair access to international markets. That’s why we need the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) to create a level playing field for our products. 
 
For more than 100 years, Washington state has been home to a large segment of North Pacific and 
West Coast commercial-fishing and fish-processing operations. North Pacific fisheries alone 
account for 60 percent of all seafood caught in the U.S., and in 2014 they generated $8 billion in 
our state. These seafood businesses support 24,000 Puget Sound jobs and have a tremendous 
economic impact on our region. Increased international competitiveness through trade 
agreements like the TPP help ensure these high-paying jobs stay at home here in Washington. 
 
West Coast and Alaska fisheries are among the most sustainably managed in the world, producing 
high-quality products that are in demand around the globe. Japan alone annually imports more 
than $500 million worth of seafood produced by local companies, including Alaska cod, pollock, 
rockfish, salmon, sole, and Atka mackerel. But in the price-sensitive global seafood market, our 
Washington-based seafood companies face increasingly fierce competition from foreign 
competitors seeking to win sales with our historic trading partners. Existing tariffs — some as high 
as 20 percent in TPP-partner countries — are a big hurdle when we export, making it difficult to 
offer competitive prices. The TPP would eliminate tariffs on seafood exported by U.S. companies 
like ours. 
 
Just as important, the TPP seeks to raise environmental and labor standards. This is critical for the 
success of the industry because some foreign competitors operate under weaker 
fishery-management practices and have poor labor standards with underpaid, underprotected 
workers. The TPP addresses these issues with fully enforceable standards that combat illegal 
fishing and forced labor. 
 
It’s not only about fisheries — maritime-support industries and associated businesses like local 
shipyards also benefit from strong export markets for our products. In the past three years, new 
vessel construction in our fishing sectors contributed more than $150 million in direct income to 
Northwest shipbuilders. Modernizing Washington’s commercial fishing operations has the 
potential to bring $10 billion into our state’s economy in the years ahead. A strong export market 
is the foundation for making these vital investments. 
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Breaking down trade barriers is the only way our industry can reach its global potential. Whether 
you stand for job growth, global competitiveness or the protection of a Northwest way of life, your 
support for this trade agreement is essential. We urge you to join us in calling on our members of 
Congress to approve the TPP. 
 
Read published article: 
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/how-the-trans-pacific-partnership-would-benefit-washin
gtons-seafood-industry/ 
 

 
 
Sample 4: Blog Post Written for the Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 
Objective: Provide an educational overview of an obscure policy priority via an engaging, 
conversational tone  
 
What if I told you that our government could make footwear up to 40% cheaper? As a bona fide 
shoe fanatic, the prospect makes my heart beat a little faster.  You might not suspect it, but the 
Affordable Footwear Act (AFA) is significant to all Washingtonians, even those who find shoe 
shopping moderately terrifying. That’s right - the AFA is more important than you and I (and our 
closets) – it promises to benefit our local economy and provide more accessible shoe prices for all. 
 
Introduced to the U.S. Senate by Washington’s own Maria Cantwell in 2009, this act promises to 
eliminate $800 million of duty and tariff costs all consumers pay when they purchase a fresh pair 
of sneakers. At the register, foreign-made footwear can ring up 37-67% more than its original cost 
because it is subject to high tariffs.  
 
The AFA seeks to bust this barrier to trade. You might be surprised by the local importance of 
shoes manufactured across the ocean. 
 
A crash course in international trade policy 
You don’t have to be a policy wizard to understand how this act impacts our economy. Let’s start 
small: what is a tariff? Tariffs are taxes applied to imports or exports, and they seek to alter how 
countries trade with each other. Unlike a sales tax, the cost of a tariff is invisible to consumers and 
it’s automatically factored into the price we pay for a foreign-made good. The U.S. imposes tariffs 
on all sorts of products we use every day! 
 
Ooof – so the government is making our shoes more expensive – and we didn’t even know? 
Tariffs are actually important tools in protecting local jobs. Without tariffs in place, there would be 
little reason for U.S. consumers to purchase locally-made goods because they cost more to 
produce than products made in other countries. A tariff artificially increases the price of 
foreign-made goods to even the playing field: U.S. producers can flourish and compete with 
low-cost producers worldwide. 
 
With a description like that, you might have become a tariff-believer… 
But in reality, the story is a little more complicated. In a market booming with local production, 
tariffs surely play an important role. But when we look at footwear, this logic does not apply. 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/how-the-trans-pacific-partnership-would-benefit-washingtons-seafood-industry/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/how-the-trans-pacific-partnership-would-benefit-washingtons-seafood-industry/
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Although shoe manufacturing was once a thriving local industry, 99% of it now takes place in other 
countries (namely China and Vietnam). Footwear tariffs increase costs to consumers without 
benefitting local manufactures. In other words, we see the artificial price bump, but without a lot 
of payoff in the job-protection department. The AFA seeks to correct this. 
 
What about Washington? 
When we think about international trade, it’s easy to think in terms of the United States vs. The 
Other. But for a moment, let’s hone our focus and specifically chat about Washington. There are 
(at least!) three reasons why the AFA benefits our home state. 
 
We don’t manufacture a lot of shoes… 
Fewer than 15,000 Americans find employment in the shoe manufacturing industry. In 
Washington, that number dropped to 110 last year, which is below average compared to other 
states. Even more, Washington’s largest manufacturing operation in Spokane exclusively creates 
custom boots, which don’t compete with the mass footwear market addressed by the AFA. 
Because nearly all Washington shoes are made abroad, our entire population of 7 million is subject 
to the burden of big tariffs. These prices hit certain communities extra hard, which I’ll discuss more 
later. 
 
…But we do retail a lot of shoes 
Washington is home to many retail giants – in fact, Seattle alone is the third best retail market in 
the United States. Companies that import footwear create thousands of jobs dependent upon our 
local talent. From marketing gurus to accounting experts to merchandising champs, our 
corporations support a large and skilled workforce.  
 
The Nordstroms and Amazons of our region exclusively import footwear from foreign 
manufacturers - in 2013 alone, almost $400 million of imported footwear arrived on Puget Sound 
soil for Washington consumers. International footwear trade is an important priority for our local 
communities. 
 
It’s not only about jobs 
When discussing the AFA’s larger effects on our economy, it can be easy to forget the most 
obvious upside: cheaper shoes! You know, the part that set my heart a-flutter. Such high tariffs 
specifically apply to lower-cost and children’s shoes, targeting hardworking lower and middle class 
communities. Currently, this extra burden doesn’t do a lot for the local economy, so it may be time 
to shift focus to more accessible prices. 
 
We need your help! 
After its bumpy ride in recent legislative sessions, our representatives must understand that the 
public still supports the AFA. As a constituent, your voice carries weight with our elected officials, 
and expressing public concern about this priority issue is the only way it will be reintroduced in the 
House or Senate. Take a moment to speak up – and we’ll even make it easy for you. Click here to 
write to your representatives. 


